AGITATION  OF  MIND           289
" I am crushed; I have waited too long, I have hoped too much ; I have been too happy this year, and I do not want anything else. After so many years of misfortune and of work, to have been free as a bird, superhumanly happy, and to return to one's cell! ... is it possible ? . . . I dream : I dream by day and by night, and the thought of the heart driven back on itself prevents all action of the thought of the brain; it is terrible ! "
On one occasion Madame Hanska wrote apparently reproaching him with talking indiscreetly about her ; and without finishing the letter, the end of which was affectionate, and would have calmed his mind, he at once jumped out of the cab in which he was driving, and walked for hours about Paris. He was wearing thin shoes, and there were two inches of snow on the ground ; but his agitation was so great at her unjust accusations, and his indignation so fierce at the wickedness of the people who had libelled him, that he hardly knew where he was going, and returned at last, still so excited by the anguish of his mind, that he was not conscious of bodily fatigue. Such crises, and the consequent exhaustion afterwards, were not conducive to work; particularly in a man whose heart was already affected, and who had overstrained his powers for years.
Possibly in the hope of obtaining distraction and relief from the anxious misery of thought, he went into society more than usual this year ; and in spite of the strained relations between
19rranged." *    Later on in the same letter he says :
